
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
Summer 2021 

 
 

FROM THE SUPERVISOR Amos Tillema 
LET’S TALK DOGS! 

We have been receiving several complaints about dogs over 
the last couple months. I will give you the short version of 
how the township ordinance reads. 

LICENSES – All dogs over the age of six months must at all 
times be currently licensed in accordance with the state law. 

NUMBER OF DOGS – No person shall have within his care or 
custody more than three dogs, with the exception of puppies 
under the age of six months. 

BARKING DOGS – No person owning or having charge, care, 
or custody of a dog shall allow loud or habitual barking, 
yelping, or howling to cause an annoyance to people in the 
neighborhood or to people using public walks or streets in 
the area. 

DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE – No person owning or having 
charge, care, or custody of a dog shall allow that dog to run at 
large on any other private property, street, or public place. 

When we receive these complaints, the Township Ordinance 
enforcer will notify the dog owner of the violation to the 
township ordinance. He also advises the Kent County Animal 
Shelter. 

If this effort does not get the desired results, the information 
is sent to the township attorney for possible judicial action. 

CLERK’S CORNER Peggy Sattler 
Many of you might think that after our busy 2020 Election 
year things would slow down in the Clerk’s Office for 2021; 
however, that is not the case. As it turns out, last year our 
former 28th District State Senator, Peter MacGregor, was 
elected as the Kent County Treasurer so now that has created 
a vacancy in our State Senate District. We will be holding a 
Primary Election on August 3, 2021 and a General Election on 
November 2, 2021. If you are a Permanent Absentee Voter, 
you have already received your dual application that allows 
you to request either ballot or both ballots for these 
elections. If you prefer to vote in person, all of our precincts 
will be open during the normal times from 7:00 a.m. through 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day. You can always go to the Clerk’s 
page on our website at www.byrontownship.org if you have 
any questions regarding voter registration or to find your 
voting location.  

 

FROM THE TREASURER Robin Haaksma 
Want to avoid late fees on your taxes or not have to watch 
for the due date? You can sign up for ACH autopay of your tax 
bill. The form is on our website. To be effective for summer 
taxes, we need the form returned to us by August 15 so the 
payment can be pulled from your account on September 1. 

FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 
Good News we sent out letters to homeowners to save them 
tax dollars. 

We reviewed all the homeowners who did not have Principal 
Residence Exemption (PRE). The review discovered over 130 
Byron residents who could potentially qualify for a property 
tax refund. Yes; we did receive phone calls asking if this was a 
hoax; we happily informed them that the potential for 
thousands of dollars in property tax being refunded was true. 
In the Assessing office we have referred to this as the Byron 
Center local stimulus package. ���� One of our goals is to be 
good stewards of the Townships funds; sometimes we 
understand that may involve giving some back when our 
citizens are qualified for an exemption they were not 
receiving. 

We have been finding that the title companies or 
homeowners have not filed the Property Transfer Affidavit 
(PTA) or PRE on a timely basis. When you buy a home, check 
our website a few months after the sale, to make sure the 
paperwork was received and processed in our office. 

Website:https://bsaonline.com/?unitUrlName=byrontwp&sit
etransition=true&uid=151   

Notices: The Board of Review meeting: July 20, 2021 & 
December 14, 2021 (not for value issues) 

If you have any questions, please call 616-878-6033. 

FROM BUILDING DEPARTMENT Randy Zomerlei 
Here in the Building Department, we get several calls a year 
asking “Do I need a building permit to…. “whatever project 
they are considering? Below you will see what the Michigan 
Residential Code states for Building Permit requirements and 
work exempt from needing a permit. 

Michigan Residential Code~ Section R105 

A Building Permit is required for any work to construct, 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change the 
occupancy of a building or structure. 

http://www.byrontownship.org/
https://bsaonline.com/?unitUrlName=byrontwp&sitetransition=true&uid=151
https://bsaonline.com/?unitUrlName=byrontwp&sitetransition=true&uid=151


Work exempt from a permit shall not be deemed to grant 
authorization for any work to be done in any manner in 
violation of the provisions of the code or any local laws or 
ordinances. Permits shall not be required for any of the 
following: 

1. One-Story detached accessory structures, if the floor 
area does not exceed 200 square feet. 

2. A fence that is not more than 7 feet in height. 
3. A retaining wall that is not more than 4 feet in height 

measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of 
the wall. 

4. A sidewalk and driveway not more the 30” above 
adjacent grade. 

5. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter 
tops, and similar finish work. 

6. A prefabrication swimming pool that is less than 24” 
deep and not greater than 5000 gallons and is installed 
entirely above ground. 

7. Swing and other playground equipment accessory to 
detached 1 or 2 family dwellings. 

8. Window awnings for 1 and 2 family homes and accessory 
structures, supported by an exterior wall that do not 
project more than 54” from the exterior wall and do not 
require additional support. 

9. Decks not exceeding 200 square feet in area, that are not 
more than 30” above grade, are not attached to a 
dwelling or accessory structure, are not within 36” of a 
dwelling or accessory structure and does not service any 
ingress or egress door of the dwelling or accessory 
structure. 

Also, Byron Township does not require building permits for 
residing of a home or accessory structure, re-shingling or 
window replacement as long as there is no structural work 
required. 

The Building Department also receive calls from residents 
that a neighbor is doing some type of work and a permit is 
not posted. The Building Code does not require a permit to 
be posted, just that the permit is kept on site until the 
completion of the job.  

FROM WATER AND SEWER Marc Faber 
Filling Your Swimming Pool 
Are you considering filling your new swimming pool?  Please 
contact a water hauler and direct them to contact the Byron-
Gaines Utility Authority for a permit to fill their truck at a 
Metered Hydrant located on the Byron-Gaines Utility 
Authority’s property.  Accessing public water hydrants is not 
allowed. Please call 616.971.0002 for arrangements.  

Water/Sewer Utility invoices 
The past several months we have noticed some issues with 
our residential invoices being delivered timely via the U.S. 
Postal Service.  Our quarterly water/sewer invoices are 
mailed the first of every month depending where you are in 
our billing cycle.  Maybe consideration to changing from a 
mailed invoice to an email invoice?  If so, please contact 
616.878.0660 and provide your e-mail address. 

Irrigation Meters 
If you are using a large volume of water for the purpose of 
sprinkling your lawn, you may consider a second water meter. 
With a second meter you will not be billed for sanitary sewer 
usage when you sprinkle your lawn. For example, if you 
sprinkled your lawn over a billing period of three months 
using a total of 80,000 gallons, the sanitary sewer use charge 
alone would be approximately $200 without a second meter. 
The actual meter and inside plumbing inspection will cost 
$605. You can either do the plumbing yourself or have a 
licensed plumber install the spacer bar in accordance with the 
Byron-Gaines Utility Authority Set Drawings.  All forms and 
drawings are found at: www.byrontownship.org, or at Byron 
Township Offices. 

For more water and sanitary sewer information go to; 
www.byrontownship.org, or call 616.878.0660. 

Have a great summer! 

However, callers are urged to start dialing all 10 digits now to 
get used to the new requirement. 

Items that may need to be reprogrammed due to the change 
include life safety systems or medical monitoring devices, fax 
machines, security systems, cell phone contact lists, call 
forwarding setting and voicemail. 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
July:  
12 Township Board 5:30 pm 
19 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
26 Township Board 5:30 pm 
28 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
 
August: 
  3 PRIMARY ELECTION                  7:00 am – 8:00 pm 
  9 Township Board 5:30 pm 
16 Planning Commission  7:00 pm 
23 Township Board 5:30 pm 
25 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
 
September: 
13 Township Board 5:30 pm 
14 TAX DAY                                          DUE BY 5:00 pm 
20 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
22 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
27 Township Board 5:30 pm 
 

 
 
10-digit dialing to be required for all calls in 616 
area code 
Michiganders in the 616-area code will have to use that code 
when dialing even for local calls starting October 24 this year, 
the Michigan Public Service Commission announced. 
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